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ey, as the tranjerefion, fo ts ue ji gift. 
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0 W exceeding common, and how bitter is the 
outcry againit our firſt Parent, for the miſchief 
Exhichfhe not only brought upon himſelf, but entailed 
upon his lateſt poſterity ? It was by his wilful rebellion 
J againſt God, 7þr n entered into the world. By one 
man's diſobedieite, as the Apoſtle obſerves, the many, 
© oc rover, as many as were then in the loins of their 
| forefather, were made, or conſtituted /inners : not only 
| deprived of the favour of God, but alſo of his image; 
of all virtue, righteouſneſs and true holineſs, and ſunk 
| partly into the image of the devil, in pride, malice, and 
other diabolical tempers; partly into the image of 
ebprute, being fallen under the dominion of brutal 
Ppaſſions and grovelling appetites. Hence alſo death 
ö tered into the world, with all his forerunners and 
attendants, pain, ficknels, and a whole train of uneaſy, 
eas unholy paſſions and tempers. 
bor all this we may thank Adam, has echoed 
| down from generation to generation. I he ſelf- ſame 


4 Hon, where the Oracles of God are known, in Which 
Balone this grand and important event, has been dif- 
to the children of men. Has not ger heart, 
and probably your lips too, joined in the 5 ol 
charge? How few are there of thoſe who believe the 
Sts ripturs] relation of the fall of man, that have not en- 
& tertained the ſame thought concerning our firſt Parent? 
ESeverely condemning him, who, through wilful diſo- 
bedience to the ſole command of his Creator, 
4 Brought death into the world, and all our woe.” 


1 * * it does nat. It cannot be denied, that it 
_—.. . . 3 


ge has been repeated in every age, and every na- 


3. Nay, it were well if the charge reſted here + but 
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frequently glances Pres $7 8 his Creator. Alare 
not thouſands, even of thoſe that are called Chriſtians, 3 
taken the liberty to call his mercy, if not his juſtice alſo 
into queſtion, on this very account? Some indeed have 
done this, a little more modeſtly, in an oblique and in- 
direct manner. But others have thrown aſide the maſk, 
and aſked, Did not God foreſee, that Adam would 
abuſe his liberty? And did he not know the baneful 
conſequences which this muſt naturally have, on all 
his poſterity ? And why then did he permit that diſo- 
bedienee? Was it not eaſy for the Almighty to have 
. prevented it?“ He certainly did foreſee the whole: 
This cannot be denied. For #nown unto God are al 
by his works- from the beginning of the world. (Rather: 
from all eternity, as the words a aeg, properly ſignify.) 
And it was undoubtedly. in his power to prevent its A 
for he hath all power both in heaven and earth. Bu 
it was knoyn to him at the ſame time, that it was beſt, 
Apon the whole, not to prevent it. He knew, that? 
: mat as the tranſgreſſion, ſo is the free gift : that the evil 2 
A »  refulting from the former, was not as the good reſult- 
ing from the latter, not worthy to be compared witn 
tit. He ſaw that to permit the. fall of the firſt mam 
wWuas far beſt for mankind in general: that abundantly» 
more good than evil would accrue to the poſterity” of i 
Adam thro' his fall: that if in abounded thereby over A 
the earth, yet grace would much more abound : yea, and 
that to every individual of the human race; unleſs it 
... = was tis own choicdce ... 
+ + 4. It is exceeding ſtrange that hardly any thing has 
1 been written, or at leaſt publiſhed on this ſutje&: naß, 
| © that it has been ſo little weighed or underſtood: by the 
_ generality of Chriſtians: eſpecially conſidering that it is 
not a matter of mere curiofity, but a truth of thedeepelt 
importance; it being impoſſible on any other principle, 


To aſſert a gracious Providence, SLA 

And juſtify the ways of God with men...“ 

And conſidering withal, how plain this important true 

1 1s, to all ſenſible and candid enquirers. May the Lover 

of Men open the eyes of cur underſtanding to perceive” i 
dlearly, that by the fall of Adam mankind-in;/genera® i 

naue gained a capacity, 55 — 
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- Secondly, Of being more happy in arm; pf than 
oerl they could have been. 


I. And firſt; Mankind i in general have coined Fe 
the fall of Adam, a a capacity of attaining more holineſs. 
and happineſs on earth than it would have been poſſible 

for them to attain, if Adam had not fallen. For if 
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Adam had not fallen, Chriſt had not died. Nothing 


can be more clear than this: nothing more undeniable : 
the more thoroughly we conſider the point, the more 
deeply ſhall we be convinced of iti Unleſs all the par- 
E takers of human nature had received that deadly wound 
in Adam, it would not have been needful for the Son 
of God io take our nature upon him. Do you not ſee 


' that this was the very ground of his coming into the 


world? By one man ſin entered into the world, and 


Try in whom all men ſinned; Rom. v. 12. Was it 
not to remedy this very ching, that the Word was made 


made alive? * Unleſs, then, many had been made ſinners 


many would not have been made righteous, ver. 18. 

there would have been no room for that amazing play. 
© of the Son of God's love to mankind. There would have 
E been no occaſion for his being obedient unto death, even 
= thedeath of the croſs. It-could not then have been faid, 
to the aſtoniſhment of all the hoſts of heaven, God /6 


J Hell the world, yea, the ungodly world, which had no 
= thought or deſire of returning to him, that he gave his 
Sox out of his boſom, his only begotten Son, to the end 


that wheſoever believeth on him, ſbould not periſh, but 


have everiaſiing life. Neither could we then have ſaid, 
Gad was in Chrift reconciling the world to himſelf : og 


i that he made him to be fin, (that is, a ſin- offering) for 


obo knew no fin, that we might be made the righte-. 


N e of Goll through him. There would have been 


. 4% right-hand of * to make Waere on ow us, 
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Firſt Of W more holy : had Wants on earth, and 


dcath by in. Anu thus death paſſed upon all, through 


Feb ? thatas in Adam all died, ſo in Chriſt all might be 
E by the diſobedience of one, by the obedience of — | 


no ſuch occaſion for ſuch an Advocate with the Father, 
EF” 25: Foſus Chriſt the Righteous : neither for his appearing 
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Jr. 2. Wat i 1 the NT: Ve conſequence of this. ? 101 is” 

this; there could then have been no ſuch thing as faith 
in God thus loving the world, giving his only Son for us 
men and for our ſalvation. I here could have been no 
1 ſuch thing as faith in the Son of God, as loving us an 
95 giving himſelf far us. There could . been no faith 
| in the Spirit of God, as renewing the image of God in 
8 our hearts, as: raiſing us from the death of ſin unto the 
life of righteouſneſs. Indeed the whole privilege of 
juſti fication by faith could have had no exiſtence ; there 
could have been no redemption in the blood of Chrut: 
TRE neither could Chriſt have been made of Gd unte us, ei. 
. ther wiſdom, righteauſneſe, ſanctiſration, or redemption. / 
| 3. And the fame grand blank which was in our faith, 
_ muſt likewiſe have been in our love. We might have 
loved the Author of our being, the Father of angels 
and men, as our Creator and Freſerver: we might have 
[1  faid, O Lord, our Governer, how excellent is thy name 
T - in all the earth. But we could not have loved him un- 
der the neareſt and deareſt relation, as delivering up his, 
a * Son for us all. We might have loved the Son of God, 
a as being the brightneſs of his Father's glory, the exprejs # 
mag. of his perſon (although this ground ſeems to 
belong rather to the inhabitants of heaven than earth. * 
But we could not have loved him, as bearing our fu, i, 
his own body on the tree, and * by that one Oblaten 
+ - Himſelf once offered, making a full oblation, ſacrifice? 
*. and fatisfation for the ſins of the whole world.“ We 
caould not have been made conformable to his death; nor 
have tnown the power of his reſurreftion. We could IJ 
not have loved the Holy Ghoſt, as revealing to us tue 
Father and the Son, as opening the eyes of our under 
8. 2. 1 nding, bringing, us out of darkneſs into his maryelſous 4 I 
11 light, renewing the image of God in our ſoul, and ſeal-⸗ 
ing us unto the day, of redemption. 80 that in truth, 
what is now in the fight of God, even the Father, not 
of fallible men, pure religion nd undefiled, would: then 
baue had no being: inaſmuch as it wi olly depends on 
75 thoſe grand principles, By grace. ye are ſaved through 1 
* | Faith: and Feſus Chriſt is of God made u ws wiſdom. 
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Efaith : faith in God the Father, who ſpared not hisown 
Son, his only Son, but wounded him for our tranſgreſ- 


4 ans, and bruiſed him for our iniquities.; and in God 


the Son, who poured out his ſoul for us tranſgreſſors, 
and waſhed ug in his own blood. We ſee what advan- 


tage we derive therefrom, with regard to the love of 


God, both of God the Father and God the Son. The 


Echief ground of this love, as long as we remain in the 
Ebody, is plainly declared by the Apoſtle, Ve love him, 
= Becauſe he firſt loved us, But the greateſt inſtance of 


his love had never been given, if Adam had not fallen. 


5. And as our faith both in God the Father and the 
Son, receives an unſpeakable increaſe, if not its very 
being from this grand event, as does alſo our love both 
of the Father and the Son; ſo does the love of our 


E neighbour alſo, our benevolenee to all mankind : which 
k 4 g 60 f N 4 , - 
cannot but increaſe in the ſame proportion with our 


Efaith and love of God. For who does not apprehend 


the force of that inference drawn by the loving Apoſtle, 
= Belbved, if God fo loved us, we ought alſo to love one an- 


Ether. If God % loved us—obſerve, the ſtreſs of the ar- 


gement lies on this very point: /o loved ws! as to de- 


liver up his only Son, to die a curſed death for our ſal- 

ion. Beloved, wnat manner of love is this, where- 
Ewith God hath loved us? S0 as to give his only Son“ 
Ein glory equal with the Father; in majeſty co-eternal !- 


= What manner of love is this, wherewith the only be- 


gotten Son of God hath loved us! as to empty himſelf, 


; as far as poſſible, of his eternal Godhead! as to diveſt 


eit of that glory, which he had with the Father | 


ore The world began! as to tate upon him the form 
Bara ſervant, being found in faſhion as a man And 
4 - to humble himſelf ſtill farther, being obedient unto 
ven the death of the croſ | If God jo loved us, 


Ehaw ought we to love one another? But this motive to 
Ebrotherly jove had been totally wanting, if Adam had 
Enot fallen. Confequently we could not then have 


one another in ſo high a degree, as we may now. 
Nor could there have 


. 


4. e fee then what unſpeakable advantage we de- 5: 
re through the fall of our firſt parent, with regard io 
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been that height and depth in 


* 


mme command of our b 
s love one another. 33 „ 
56. Such gainers may we be thro' Adam's fall, with re- 


part, ec 


Deo dignum] Sed 


niecd, and therefore made more adceptable to God. It 


bleſſed ; Lord, 4s I have loved uu 


= both to the love of God and of our neighbour. 7 


zut there is another grand point, which though little: 


adverted to, deſerves our deepeſt conſideration. By 
that one att of our firſt parent, not only in entered into 
the worlt,” but pain-alfo,. and was alike intailed on his 
whole poſterity. And herein appeared, not only the 
juſtice, but the unſpeakable goodneſs of God! For how 


much good does he continually bring out of this evil! 


How much holineſs and happinets out of pain?x 
7. How innumerable are the benefits which God con- 1 
veys to the children of men through the channel of 


ſufferings? $0 that it might well be ſaid, « What are 


termed alllictions in the language of men, are in the 

language of God ſtiled bleſſings. Indeed had there 

been no ſufferitig in the world, a conſiderable part of 

* and in ſome reſpects, the moſt excellent 
N had no place therein: fince the very ix 
ap 3 


exiſtence + it depends on our ſuffering; ſo that had 
there been dq pain, it could have had no being. Upon 


paſſive races are built: yea, the nobAft of all chriſtian ] 
graces, love” ching all things. Here is the ground 


this fobndatioh, even our ſuffering, N evident all our 
for reſignation t God, and hereby we are enabled to 


 fay from the heart, in every trying hour, It is the Lords 


let him do whhut ſeemeth him good. Shall wwe receive g 
at the hand. of the: Lord, and ſhall we not receive evil? 
ws ſpectacle is this? Did it not con- 


And what a«gloriats on- 
ſtrain even a heaths to cry out, „Ecce ecfac lam 
n worthy of Ge 
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man ſiruygling with 20ven 84 
is the ground for confidence in God, both with regard 


to what we feel, and with regard to what we ſhould: 4 
fear, were it not that our ſoul is calmly ſtayed on him. 


What room could there be for truſt in God, if there 1 


was no ſuch thing as pain or danger? Who might not 3 
ſay then, The cup which my Father hath given me, ſhall 


Inet drink it? It is by ſufferings. that our faith is | 


| e of A ; ood : 4 
Rt y and ſuperior to it.“ Here 


F 


A | 
is in the day of Mud that Ss Mien 8 to Fay 

F Though be 1225 me, yet will I truſt in him. And this is 

Well- pleaſing to Gol, that we ſhould own him in the 
face of danger; 5 in defiance of forrow, n pain 
or death. © 

8. Again: Had there been W natural nor moral 
evil in the world, what muſt have become of patience, 

meekneſs gentleneſs, long-ſuffering? It is manifeſt 
they N have had no being; ſeeing all theſe have 
: evil for their object. If therefore evil had never en- 

tered into the world, neither could theſe have had any 

place in it. For who could have returned good for evil, 

had there been no evil-doer in the univerſe? How bad 
it been poſſible, on that ſuppoſition, to overcome evi 
Ezwith good? Will you ſay, But all theſe graces might | 
have been divinely infuſed into the hearts of men,” 
Undoubtedly they might: but if they had, there would 
have been no uſe or exefciſe for them. Whereas in 

wthe preſent ſtate of things, we can never long want 
toccation to exerciſe them. And the more they are ex- 

werciled, the more all our graces are ſtrengthened and 
mncreaſed, And in the ſame proportion as our reſigna- 

Etion, our confidence in God, our patience and fortitude, 
pur meekneſs, gentleneſs, and long-ſuffering, together 

ich our faith and love of God and man increaſe, muſt 

pour happineſs Wy even in the preſent world. 


9. Yet again. As God's permiſſion of Adam's fall 
ü gave Al his poſferity a thouſand opportunities of /uf- 


eig, and thereby of exerciſing all thoſe paſſive graces, 
which increaſe both their holineſs and happineſs ; ſo it 


gives them opportunities of doing good in numberleſs 


ies, of exerciſing themſelves in various good 
orks, which otherwiſe could have had no being. And 
What execrtions of benevo ence, of compaſſion, of god- 
hte mercy, had then been totally prevented! Who 
eould 5 have faid to the Lover of Men, 
hy mind throughout my life be ſhewn, 
While liſt' ning to the wretches' cry, 

IT be widow' or the orphan's groan, 

On merey's wings I ſwiftly fly, - 

The poor and needy. to relieve; 

OY 1 a for them to give!” 


# : ; N R 


8 
a 
4 


__ 


"#6 * is the juſt oblervation of à benevolent man, 


„All worldly joys go le | 
Than that one fo of 4 Balver 8 | 
Surely in keeping this commandment, if no other, 
there. is great reward. As we have time, let us ae 
good unto all men; good of every kind, and in every 
degree. Accordingly the more good we do (other 
circumſtances being equal) the happier we ſhall be, 
'Fhe more we deal our bread to the hungry, and cover 
the naked -with _ carments, the more we rebeve the 


4 


ſtranger, and viſit them that are ſick or in priſon ; the 


more kind offices we do to thoſe that groan under the! 
various evils of human life, the more comfort we de. 


ceive even in the preſent world; Seater the cecompem 
we have in our own boſom. 


10. Lo ſum up what has been ſaid unde this head. 
As the more holy we are upon earth, the more happy 
we mult be, (ſeeing there is an inſeparable connection 
between holineſs and happineſs ;) as the more good wel 

do tò others, the more of preſent reward redounds imma 
our own boſom : even as our. ſufferings. for (od 
us to refoice in him, 101th joy unſpeatable and full of im 
Therefore the fall of Adam, firſt, by giving us an op. 
portunity of being far more holy; ſecondly, by giving 
us the occaſions of doing innumerable good works 
which otherwiſe could not have been done; and thirds? 


ly, by putting it into our power to fufter for God 


whereby the ſpirit of glary and of God reſts» nn u 
may be of ſuch advantage to the children of men, even 
in the preſent life, as they will not arne com- 
prehend, till they attain life everlaſting. 3 
II. It is then we ſhall be enabled fully to compre | 
hend, not only the advantages, which acerue at the pH 
ſent time to the ſons of men, thro? the fall of their ft 
parent, but the infinitely greater advantages, Which 
they may reap from it in eternity. In order to/form 
fome conception of this, we may remember the obſer=" 
vation of the apoſtle, 4s ane tar differeth from another 


ar in glory, fo alſans the reſurrection of. the dead. The 


moſt glorious ſtars will undoubtedly be thoſe, who are 
the moſt holy; who bear moſt of that image of God 


. wherein. they were created. The next in glorq to theſe 


"T1 


will be thoſe who 1 ee LIN abundant in good 
Works: and next to them, thoſe that have ſuffered- 
moſt, according to the will of God. But what ad- 
vantages in every one of theſe reſpects, will the chil- 
dren of God receive in heaven, by God's permitting the- 
introduction of pain upon earth, in-conſequence of ſin? 
By occaſion of this, they attained. many holy tempers, 
Which otherwiſe could have had no being: refignation. 
to God, confidence in him in times of trouble and. 
danger; patience, meekneis, gentleneſs, long-ſuffering, . 
ang the whole train of paſſive virtues... And on ac- 


ſuperior happineſs. Again: Every one will then re- 
reive bis own reward, according to his own labour. Every 


© the fall gave riſe to innumerable good works, which 
0 the neceſſities of ſaints, yea relieving the diſtreſt 


added to their eternal crown. Yet again: There will. 
an abundant reward in heaven, for /uffering, as well 
Sas for doing the will of God: theſe light afflictions, which - 
ere but for a moment, work out for us a far more exceed- 


Pod, an increaſe of glory to all eternity. For although. 
the ſufferings themſelves; will be at an end; although 


- 


ö. 


= © The pain of life ſhall then be o'er, 

Ide anguiftr and diſtiacting care; 

Þ = ere ſighing grief ſtall weep no more; 
And fin ſhall never enter there: 


Vet the: joys: occaGioned thereby ſhall never end, but 


1, There is one advantage more that we reap thro * 


Adam's fall, which is not unworthy our attention. Un- 
Heſs in Adam all had died, being in the Joins of their 
| rt parent, every deſcendant of Adam, every child of 


an muſt have perſonally anſwered for himſelf to God, 
Bat ſeems to be à neceſſary conſequence of this, that if 


the had ance fallen, once violated any command of God, 


there would have been no poſſibility of his rifing again; 


8 


1 
— 
_ 


count of this ſuperior holineſs, they will then enjoy 


individual will be rewarded according to his work, But 
could otherwiſe never have exiſted; ſuch as manning: | 


in every kind. And hereby innumerable ſtars will be 


wang and eternal weight of glory. Therefore that event; | | 
which: occafioned the entrance of ſuffering into the 
world, has thereby occaſioned, to all the children of 
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how » was no help, but he pad 4 have periſhed ior N 
remedy. 


the word was, The ſoul tha: finneth, it ſhall die, Now 
who would not rather be on the footing he is now? 


For that covenant knew not to ſnew mercy: 


Under a covenant of mercy ? Who would wiſh to 


hazard a whole eternity upon one ſtake ? Is it not in- 
finitely more defirable, to be in a ſtate wherein, though 
encompaſſed with infirmities, yet we do not run ſuch a 4 
deſperate riſk, but if we fall we may riſe _ . 5 


in we ma ſay, 


y treſpaſs is grown up to W ! 
But, far above the ſkies, 

In Chriſt abundantly forgiv” 7 
I ſee thy mercies riſe! | 


13. In Chriſt! Let me intreat every ſerious _—_ A 


| this 


once more to fix his attention here. All that has been 
ſaid, all that can be faid on theſe ſubjects, centres in 

point—The fall of Adam produced the death of 
-_ Chriſt! Hear, O heavens, and give ear $2 earth Lea, 


Leet earth and heaven agree, 
Angels and men he join d, 
To celebrate with me 
The Saviour of mankind; 
T' adore the all-atonin Lamb, 8 
And bleſs the ſound of Jefu's name! 


If God had prevented the fall of man, The Ward ha” 
never been made fleſh: nor had we ever ſcen his. rg if | 
the glory as of the only. begotten of the Father. "Fhoſe 


myſteries never had been diſplayed; which*the'wery* | 


angels defire to look into. Methinks this conſideration. 


ſwaliows up all the reſt, and ſhould never be out of eur 


thoughts. 


all men to condemnation, neither angels nor men could 
ever have known the unſearchable riches of Cbriſl, 


Unleſs by one man judgment had came upon 


14. See then, upon the whole, how little reaſon os 
have to repine at the fall of our firſt parent, ſince here 
from we may derive fuch unſpeakable advantages, both 


in time and eternity. 


See how ſmall pretence there is 


for queſtioning the mercy of God in permitting that 
event to take place! Since therein, merey, by infinlte - 
degree, rejoices over judgment! Where then is the 
man that preſumes to blame Jod, for not preventing 
Adam's ſin? Should we not rather bleſs him from the 
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everlaſting burnings becauſe Adam ſinned, hundreds or 


ſin, without any poſſible advantage from it. But, 


never exiſted. On the contrary, every one born of a 
Ewoman, may be an unſpeakable gainer thereby: and 


that it neceſſarily reſulted from the nature of matter, 
FW which God was not able to alter.” It is very kind in 
wis ſweet-tongued orator to make an excuſe far God 
But there is really no occaſion for it: God hath an- 


FE Ipirit endued with underſtanding and liberty. B 


pam into world. This God permitted, in order to 


[ir man's 3 and i way fbr that glo- : 
Nous manifeſtation of his wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice and 
mercy? if indeed God hath decreed before the foun- 

dation of the world, that millions of men ſhould dwell i in 


thouſands of years before they had a being ; I know not 

ho could thank him for this, unleſs the devil and his 
angels: ſeeing, on this ſuppoſition, all thoſe millions of 
unhappy ſpirits, would be plunged into hell by Adam's 


| bleſſed be God, this is not the caſe. Such a decree _ 


none ever was or can be a loſer, but by his own choice. 
15. We ſee here a full anſwer to that plauſible ac- 
count © of the origin of evil,” -publiſhed to the world 
ſome years fince, and ſuppoſed to be unanſwerable: 


08 


Wered for himſelf, He made man in his own image, a | 


[abuſing that liberty, produced evil; brought ſin and a 


4 a fuller manifeſtation of his wiſdom, Juſtice and mercy, 


vy beſtowing on all who would receive it, an infinitely. 


gfeater happineſs than they could poſſibly have attained | 


2 if Adam had not fallen. 


Vis judgments, and of his ways are unſearchable to us, 
aud paſt our finding out, yet may we diſcern the ON. 
= ſcheme, running through time into eternity. According 
10 the counſel o of his own Mili, the plan he had laid 


rent of all mankind in his own image. And he pe 
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16. O the depth of the riches both of the EY os 2 3 
> knowledge e, God! Although a thouſand particulars of 


| before the foundation, of theworld, he created the Me: | 


. mitted all men to be made ſinners,” by the di iſobedience „ 
this one man, that by the obedience of one, all who, M4 7 8 
oeeive the free 8 50 oY, be 1 * N e a 


